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Environmental mission in Periyar PURA

Periyar PURA is operated by the Periyar Maniammai University.
Thanjavur in the state of Tamil Nadu. Large areas of the University
campus itself have been planted with jatropha trees and the university
is working on spreading the message of biodiest and other green
initiatives across the PURA region. The university operates many
centres out of which three are directly linked with environmental
friendly activity and research.

They are:

1. Periyar Research Organization for Biotechnic and
Ecosystem (PROBE)

This is an outreach wing started in the year 1996 with a prime focus
on rural development through afforestation and biotechnology-based
activities for the development of wastelands PROBE has deveoped
agro-modules in this locality for imparting hands-on training in various
agro techniques in order to generate employment opportunities for
the local people.

2. Periyar Centre for Enviroment/Energy Management
(PCEM):

This centre was set up in collaboration with Caps Breton University
(formerly University College of Cape Breton), Nova Scotia and
the College of the North Atlantic (CNA) Newloundland, Canada.
It conducts traing programmes in analysis and treatment of waste
water, remediation technologies and renewable energy technologies.
The centre is currently involved in a project on the @Generation of
Power from Municiapal Solid Waste in Thanjavur in joint technological
collaboration with RWTH University, Aachen, Germany.

3. Periyar Renewable Energy Training Institute (PRETI):

PRETI is a joint venture with the Ministry of Non-conventional
Energy Sources (MNES) Government of India. it offers training
courses in the use of renewable enery and energy conservation to suit
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the needs of various groups for a duration of one day to one month.

The courses are available to self-help women’s groups. unemployed

youths, panchayat presidents, coucil memebrs, govrment officials,

students, faculty members and others interested in using renewable
energy.

(Source: Target 3 Billion by A.P.J. Abdul Kalam and

Srijan Pal Sing - Page - 179)
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JANAPAL SING - gjf« 200)

Periyar PURA - Involving the youth force

The Periyar PURA follows a participative model for generating
community support and ownership for the initiatives being undertaken.
Periyar Maniammai University runs many programmes pertaining to
the deveopment domain including masters in Social Work (MSW),
M.Phil and Ph.D. in Social Work and certificate courses in organic
farming, landscaping, herbal physiotheraphy and agricultural
marketing. These certificate programmes are providing technological
leaders to the local community to become a part of the PURA mission.
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Students of MSW and volunteers for the National Service Scheme
(NSS) are given the resposibility of monitoring the rural families in
the PURA region. Five families are allottedto each student and,
throughout their academic tenure, as part of their curricular or co-
curricular activities. They are required to guide the families and
track their progress. This includies imparting to them knowledge
of the technological processes available, training options, basic
knowledge about education and health care and ridding their minds of
superstitions. The students track their allotted families and document
their progress thereby helping to create an unbiased evaluation
and monitoring system for the Periyar PURA. This programme of
interaction forsters a sense of mutual respect and understanding and
gives the students a hands-on, grass roots level understanding of
rural life, which is useful for expanding their vision of life. It also helps
in their future professional life in the field of their choice.

(Source: Target 3 billion by A.P.J.Abdulkalam &
Srijan Pal Singh - Page - 200)
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